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Not my fault, you understand. I wouldn’t 
want anybody (and particularly Audi 
Driver’s acting editor, Neil Birkitt, thinking 
I’m an attention seeker!). It was the dodgy 
decision-making of some unsuspecting 
soul at AutoMetrix, who made the fatal 
error of pressing a microphone into my 
hand and sending me off around the 
paddock on a ‘chat-athon’. And oh my, did 
they live to regret it! Poor Paul Crow, one of 
ADI’s regular and much-valued volunteers 
who, among other things, was responsible 
for the ‘important’ announcements that 
people actually should be listening to, 
such as calls to driver briefings and 
assorted track announcements, virtually 
had to wrestle the microphone back 
from my vice-like grip at various points 
throughout the day.

I happily traipsed around the paddock 
and pit area, sticking my new toy in the 
face of anyone willing to say a few words. 
I spoke to vendors like Shark Performance,
who cruelly offered up a lovely young 
man by the name of Sam, who told me 
(and everyone else) all about the cars they 
had brought with them, demonstrating 
enormous composure while his colleagues 
taunted him mercilessly in the background 
(honestly, men are so mean…)

Keith Murray from Dialynx Performance 
found some time to talk to me about his R8 
GT conversion, having been banned from 
the track for exceeding the 100 dB sound 
limit – which is a huge shame, because 
the sound generated by his turbocharged 
650 hp 2.0-litre four-cylinder engine was 
PHENOMENAL!

Also happy to chat was the not-
unattractive Kim Collins from QST, who – in 
addition to his long-standing relationship 
with MTM Technik – has recently added 
APR to his ‘portfolio’.

Among the clubs, the RS 3 Owners’ 
Club once again had a fantastic turnout 
of around 28 cars and presented their 
own ‘Car of the Day’ award as voted by 
their members in attendance. I arrived just 
in time for the awards to be announced 
and enjoyed an amusing exchange with 
winner, Alex, whose RS 3 turned out to be 
so well liked by his peers because of its 
colour, which was…. black (?!) although, 
admittedly with a rather fetching hint of 
purple sheen in certain light and from 
specific angles.

AITP organiser and Audi Personality of 

the Year, Calvin Chinsang, declined my polite 
request for an open-mic chat on account of 
fears that his linguistic skills might fail him – 
i.e. he reckoned there was a high likelihood 
of him swearing on air at a family event. 
All I can say to that is, ‘You’re a big chicken, 
Calvin, and I’ll get you next time!’ And there 
will be a next time, never fear, even if I have 
to bring my own PA system.

But, all joking aside, it was great to 
catch up with many familiar faces from 
the Audi scene in the UK, and also to meet 
quite a few for the first time. On account of 
having spent so many years living out of 
the country, this was actually only my third 
time at ADI, and I already have a sense of 
the family atmosphere, not just of the event 
itself, but of the broader Audi enthusiast 
community it attracts.

As the day wore on, I figured it was about 
time to put down the mic, stop jabbering 
and get me some track action. So, I toddled 
over to the Audi trailer and got myself all 
kitted out for a few hot laps with Steve 
Warburton in one of the two R8 V10 Plus 
that Audi UK had oh-so-kindly provided 
from the Audi Driving Experience. 

I’d already been out on the track with 
Steve last year, so I knew what lay ahead 
and was pretty psyched up about it. As we 
pulled out of the pit lane, a TT RS tore past 
us at full pelt just as Steve was putting his 
foot down. I felt the familiar grin spread 
across my face as that joyous feeling set in 
of being pressed back into my seat.

Seconds later, as we approached the 
first right hander, I felt Steve back off as 
he said, with amazing calm, I might add: 

‘That TT’s going off.’ And go off it did… as 
a spectacular slide to the left sent it 
thumping sideways with full force into the 

high crash barriers and riding several feet 
up them before landing back down on 
terra firma just as we passed. I confess 
that the two words I uttered were 
considerably less calm than Steve’s!

Thankfully, by the time we arrived back 
at the pits it was clear that driver, Mark 
Fossey, and passenger Philip Bloomfield, 
were both unhurt, thanks in no small part 
to the airbag crash barrier system installed 
at Castle Combe. In fact, once the TT had 
been disentangled from the infrastructure, 
Mark drove it the rest of the way back 
round the track and into the pits with 
remarkably little damage evident, other 
than some apparently minor cosmetic 
imperfections – amazing!

However, as it was the back end of the 
day and the track officials had a fair bit 
of work on their hands to put it all back 
together again, the track was closed for 
the rest of the day and I was left moping 
in the pits with a petted lip.

But as chance would have it, I’m very 
much one to bear a grudge and duly 
got my own back later that evening 
while compering the ADI awards dinner, 
when I called out unfortunate passenger 
Phil to take the fall for his absent driver. 
The extremely gracious (and probably 
highly relieved) Mr. Bloomfield took the 
opportunity to highlight that it was thanks 
to the track’s excellent safety provisions 
that no-one was hurt.

Although, I would like to point out to 
anyone who cares that I’m still living with 
the pain and bitter disappointment of 
missing out on my hot laps! With that in 
mind, I hereby announce that I am 
currently accepting offers to right this 
wrong at next year’s ADI…III
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s I was flicking through the bumper harvest of pictures from Audi Driver International in the October 
issue and reflecting on what a fun day it was, it also didn’t escape my notice that I gave our esteemed 
leader, James Tipping, a run for his money in the ‘most photographed’ stakes. It turns out I have a 

magnetic attraction to cameras and microphones.  
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